Virginia Gazette | Section | Saturday, May 31,2025 11

Jamestown
from Page1

Jamestown Rediscovery vowed to keep up
with what it was doing. Among the efforts
is building a 6.5-foot berm wall along the
eastern property line Historic Jamestowne
shares with the National Park Service.
After receiving word in April that the
NEH grant — from its Climate Smart
Humanities Organizations program — had
been canceled, Glasco said he was “definitely
disappointed But after the General Assem-
bly’s budget conferee process and various

archaeologists complete surveys to confirm
what’sin th d b
tion work as well as floodwater mitigation.

Sean Romo, Jamestown Rediscovery’s
director of archaeology, said archaeological
spaces —anything archaeologically sensitive
— must be pre-cleared before construction,
as they would lose access to what's under-
neath once they begin building,

The flooding mifigation project is in the
first phase of five phases, said Michael Lavin,
Jamestown Rediscovery’s director of collec-
tions.

After re?a.u'mg the seawa]], the next four

lmnrnrv~

negotiations with Gov. Glenn
office,an $8 ‘million request to the state was
kept intact in the budget, Glasco said.

The funding will be disbursed to the
nonprofit through the Virginia Depart-
ment of Historic Resources and James City
County, as state law prohibits direct appro-
priations to private entities. County offi-
cials can transfer the money to. Preservauon

Virginia after a required public hearing —
because it is considered a budget amend-
ment — at the next Board of Supervisors
me

eeting.
Ifthe grant is approved in June by super-
visors, the additional funding would help

ingis
ways,and msta]lmgﬂood berms.

Butwl-ulethe$8 million in state funds will

bepivotal in helping protect
rising waters, Lavin said more work still

to be done.

“It’s areminder that we can't take our foot
offthe pedal yet,” he said. “This is a fantastic
firststep, but we still have alot of work to do.”

The Board of Supervisors will hold a
public hearing and vote on the funding atits
June10 meeting.

dpath-

James W. Robinson, 757-799-0621, james.
robinson@virginiamedia.com

Astorm

2024 left some of the walkways at Historic

whichis being

y hange. Part of the tinvolves raising the

walkways.

Roots
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 WAGS began in 2019 as an offshoot of a

taught by Karen

McPherson at the Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute at William & M:

McPherson,a former]ngh school history
and government teacher (she also writes
the Did You Know That? monthly column
for The Virginia Gazette), had dabbled in
genealogy but really began focusing on it
as a shared hobby with her husband when
they retired.

“T found so much that connected to the
history that I taught — I had taught Oregon
Trail, migration and the various wars, and
now I found T had people that had done all
those things —and it just made that history
so much more interesting,” she said.

At the end of her 2019 Osher session,
McPherson had one very enthusiastic
student make a proposition.

“We had a good time, and at the end of
thelastcl fthe
‘OK this has been too much fun we can‘t
stop. We need to have a club,” McPherson
recalled.

That class member was Debbie Misiag.

Since its mcephon in 2019, WAGS has
seen an uptick in new members.

“When we started the club, we e had about
12 people around my dining room table and
now we have 53,” said Misiag, now presi-
dent of the group.

‘Having quickly outgrown Misiag’s dining
room table, WAGS now meets monthly at

WAGy

fit at its April meeting.

The Area Society becominga OF.

sites such 5 zincestr}:i com a:x}:i farml lySe- 6o g o

arch.org, which popped up in the late 1990s, . &
started ipmake researching family bistory  @he dnited States of Americy
alittle easier and a lot less time consuming. Y }
Then, in the 2000s, genetic genealogy sites T0 ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING
such as FamilyTree DNA and 23andMe i ks o

entered the mix, propelling the hobby of
smdymg your ancestors and descendants

the James City County Library on Croaker
Road where theyh are
knowledge and resources, socialize, cele-
brate family tree successes and talk about
“bricl walls” — apparent dead ends where
information about an ancestor s

into the

As the group continues to grow, McPher-
son, Segar and Misiag envision WAGS as
beingaresource not just for local genealog-
ical enthusiasts, but also for Tooki

to find after extensive searching. The group
has taken on many projects over the years,
including publishing books and getting
incorporated as a nonprofit.

“We love helping each other, and every-
one comes in with different gifts and skill-
sets;” Misiag said. “We're also a group that
understands why you mightbe up at 2 a.m.
researching”

WAGS is also planning its first confer-
ence Sept. 20 at the The Reserve at
Williamsburg. The theme “Discovering
Your
chosen as a way o tie in with the Virginia
American Revolution Commission 250th
anniversary. The conference will feature
keynote speaker Stuart Butler, retired assis-
tant branch chief of the military archives
at the National Archives in h

to find information on their ancestral ties to
illiamsburg/James City County.

“Wﬂhamsburg is full of history, and
people come here to visit Colonial

Williamsburg. But if someone was looking
to find out about Great-Grandpa who lived
here in 1870, there isn’t anyone who has
organized those resources to answer that
question, and that’s what we’re hoping to
do with WAGS,” McPherson said. “We want
to fill that void.”

WAGS meets monthly September
through May at the James City County
Library on Croaker Road from 4 to 6:15 p.m.
For more information about WAGS and the

D.C., and will offer different breakout
sessions on topics such as using techn
ogy for research, writing about genealogy
and more.

“There’s so many people in this area that
are doing their genealogy, Misiag said. “I
think that there’s q\ute a lot ofi mterest >

In fa it

d the
second most popularhobby with garden-
ing being the first.

“People want to know, ‘Were any of my
ancestors in the War of 1812 or the Revo-
lutionary War, or did any of them come
over on the Mayflower?” Segar said. “It’s
kind of like treasure hunting, and once
you get hooked you'll be up all night doing

research.”
logy research has ch

cantly over the past two decades.
‘When Segar started out, his research was
done primarily via books and microfilm, but
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Laura Hill, executive director of the

Afterward, Hill, who also serves on the
James City County Social Services Advisory
Board, said she was pleased with the round-
table, emphasizing the importance of having

leaders and community members who are

Virginia Racial Healing Institute, asked ~ willing to address housingissues.

Warner how to address people who Tyrone W. Fr:mkhn, the director of the
complam they don’t want hous- Housmg
ing“in our backyard”” Authority, commended Warner for coming

Noting Warner’s suggestion to come up

to the area | in the midst of everything
to discuss ways

with another term for affordable housing,
ionofthe

Hill said there’s a negati
concept.

“Because when people hear the term
‘affordable housing; the interpretation I got
was they think of low-income housing from
30,40, 50 years ago;” she said.

“They ‘may think of ‘projects’ or substan-
dard housing”

ffordable housing can be “
she pointed out, noting one can live in a
complex where one person paysa higher
rateand person’s tgage

islower.

toall housmgxssues

“For him to be here today to talk about it,
maybe not have alot of answers, but I think it
meansalottoknow that he is concerned just
like the rest of us,” Franklin said. “Because
the things that are happening right now are
affecting everybody. Republican and Demo-
erats alike — everybody is being impacted
by what's coming down from this a
istration.”

James W, Robinson, 757-799-0621, james.

U.S. Sen.Mark Warner!

onThursday at the

JAMES W.



