Nonprofit taps
Yorktown native
Chris Brown was recently named

executive director of Civil War Trails.
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Finding ‘your people’

A Williamsburg genealogy group
can help discover your roots

By Amy McCluskey
Correspondent

Even as a kid, Joe Segar was fascinated
about his family history.

“My father was in the Navy, and we lived
all over the U.S. So we'd travel from station
to station,” Segar said. “When we’d stop at
a restaurant, everyone would go in to eat,
but the first thing d do was jump into the
phonebooths and look at the white pages to
see if there were any people in there with

Itwasn’t until Segar was an adult and had

moved to Connecticut that he found his

name —and it wasn’t in a phone book. Segar

was researching at the Connecticut State

Library, widely known as one of the best for

genealogical research, when he discovered
age came from New England.

While luck and perseverance played
roles in Segar’s breakthrough, there are
now a number of tools and resources to
help you “find youe peopley” including the
‘Williamsbr

or

urg Are;
‘WAGS, of which Segﬂr isa board member
Turn to Roots, Page 11

J ity County Circuit Court
Clerk Elizabeth O'Connor gives a presentation
on how to search historical records at the

ataWAGS

ty courthou:

inMay.

Jamestown lands $8M for flood mitigation efforts

By James W. Robinson
Staffwriter

JAMES CITY — Despite losing some
federal
receive even larger support from the state.
id rump’s administration
recently rescinded a $300,000 grant
awarded to Preservation Virginia last
summer for its efforts to protect Historic
Jamestowne from the effects of climate

change.

But now, the group stands to get $8

rmll.\on from the sme toward flooding
t th the first pe

English settlement in North America. All it

shouldmkenowxsahttle....u. k

Ti h: the 400-year-

, James City Ce yand
tion Vi
“The state has really stepped up to fill
a void and to keep this project moving
forward with alot of now,” said

old site is at risk from sea-level rise and
encroaching wetlands as well as from
extreme storm events. More frequent
storms and surges have led to damapng,

‘Will Glasco, CEO of Preservation Virginia.
Preservation Virginia is the parent orga-

nization of Jamestown Rediscovery, a

!ong-(em:n amhx’aeologicfil p{v]'ect tlgat 1st

the fort that was established in 1607. In 2022,
the site was declared one of the 11 most
endangered historic sites by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation, which set
the clock ticking to protect t.

floodingtt
of the 22.5-acre site, including the archae—
ological work that is constantly going on.
Over the past few years, the Save James-
town Campaign, which has been raising
ﬁmds fora ﬂoodmg mmganon proyect,%s

$40
loss of the $300,000 National Endowment
r the Humanities grant was a blow, but

Turn to Jamestown, Page 11
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Sen. Warner

discusses
affordable
housing

Local leaders attended a
community roundtable to
listen to Warner

By James W. Robinson
Staff writer

WILLIAMSBURG — U.S. Sen. Mark
‘Warner said housing needs “more fresh
ideas” during a Thursday community
roundtable focused on affordable housing.

More than 40 people, including
W)lliamsburg and James City County
civic, community and faith leaders, filled
the Williamsburg: CommunltyBulldmgto
listen to Warner’s ideas on increasing the
hous\ng supply and helping homeowners.

dwasthe

historie tax credit, which provides state

tax credit to ﬁn perty owners helping to

rehabilitate historic buildings. Warner

suggested an upgrade to the tax to make it
more “simpler to use.”

Another measure is the Neighborhood
Homes Investment Act, which Warner
noted would give a “slight incentive” to
either replace a blighted house or bring it

ity.

to proper standards and u:
_ Other measures would support
rst-time

helpmg them double their equity thhln

Wamer also discussed having incen-
tives for affordable housing built adja-
cent to religious property, referencing the
Community Development Block Grant
program, which supports community
development activities in building stron-
ger communities.

“I am not talking about building stuff
that's a five-story tall high-rise in a resi-
dential community,” Warner said. “But the
amount of excess property that you have
on church and religious lands, ltvvn]lblow

your mind.”
Turn to Housing, Page 1
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U.S. Sen. Mark Warner said“fresh ideas”
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A TASTE OF GREECE

WI'"iamsburg Greek Festival
4-Day Festival ¢ June 5-8, 2025

Thurs. 11 AM-9 PM Fri. 11 AM-9 PM Sat. 11 AM-9 PM Sun. 12 PM-7 PM

JOIN US FOR A FUN-FILLED

- An Authentic Taste of Greece
- Delicious Greek Food & Pastries

- Greek Folk Dancing

- Boutique Shopping

- Beer and wine available for those 21+

- Church Tours

(757) 220-4284 / www.

2
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church & Williamsburg Hellenic Center
4900 Mooretown Rd, Wllllamsburg, VA 23‘83
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